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“The Little Paper With Big Bass Results”

FREE
December 2011

Lake Fork Area News

Visit www.lakeforkchamber.org and www.lakeforksa.com

Amy Stanley and her Logan’s Steakhouse managers 
showing off a nice mess of catfish caught with guide 
Stan kuhn.

Ronny Trevilion, 11, of Cumby shows off a nice bass 
he caught while fishing Lake Fork with his family.
Photo courtesy of Minnow Bucket Marina

A group of happy ‘first time’ quail hunters show off the re-
sults of their morning hunt at Hidden Lakes Resort with their 
Grandfathers.  See story on page 8

There is only 
one ‘first’ 
time for 
everything. 
A  young-
sters  first 
quail hunt is a 
special event. 
Photo by 
Luke Clayton

Quail hunting at Hidden Lakes Resort

Remember the reason for the season
Merry Christmas to all
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903-878-2500
FAX: 903-878-7131

HWY 154, LAKE FORK

•Lakeside Pavilion
  Perfect for Tournaments

  and Outdoor Events
•Beautiful Lake View

•Modern Store •Full Tackle
•Bait • Gas

•Big Fish Aquarium
•Fish Cleaning Station

•Boat Launches
• Generous Parking
•Annual RV Sites
• Dump Station

•RV & Tent Camping
•SATELLITE TV
Wi-Fi Available

1 Fork 18.18 25.50 01/24/92 Barry StClair
 2 Fork 17.67 27.50 11/26/86 Mark Stevenson
 3 Fork 17.64 28.00 04/01/89 Stan Moss

4 Fork 17.63 26.25  08/29/90 Jerry New
5 Fork 17.29 02/14/88 Larry Barnes

 6 Fork 17.02 25.50 02/26/91 Troy Coates
 7 Pinkston Lake 16.90 27.66  02/16/86 Earl Crawford

 8 Fork 16.86 25.50 02/08/93 Bryan Turner
9 Sam Rayburn Reservoir 16.80 28.75 05/31/97 Tommy Shelton
10 Mill Creek 16.77 03/01/90 Herchel Brickey
11 Fork 16.75 25.50 03/08/90 Stephen Trepkus

 12 Fork 16.63 27.25 02/28/99 Flo O'Brain
13 Fork 16.59 26.00 05/15/87 Guy Witherspoon
14 Fork 16.54 25.00 02/27/91 Bill Reed
15 Fork 16.44 26.50 03/10/96 Chris Adams
16 Caddo 16.17 26.5 03/20/10 Keith Burns

   17           Gibbons Creek Reservoir 16.17 26.00 01/15/88 Troy Johnson
18 Fork 16.12 27.25 03/22/02 Jim Harrell

   19           O.H. Ivie                                 16.08       28.00        04/30/10          Jerry Bales
   20           Caddo                                      16.07      27.00        03/18/11           Sean Swank

21 Fork 16.06 25.50 03/09/88 Tom Hallum
22 Fork 16.04 25.75 02/29/92 Gasper Cardinale

   23           Lake Austin                             16.03      28.25        01/27/11           T.J. Nissen
24 Possum Kingdom Lake 16.02 26.75 10/13/89 Scott Tongat
25 Caddo Lake 16.01 25.50 04/13/92 Bobby Shaver

RANK WATER BODY WEIGHT LENGTH DATE ANGLER
LBS. INCHES

TEXAS TOP 25 LARGEMOUTH BASS

15 OF THE TOP 25 LARGEMOUTH BASS IN TEXAS
CAME FROM LAKE FORK

MEMBER OF LAKE FORK CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

THE MINNOW BUCKETMarina
Motel, Lodge, RV Park

Bass Lantern Restaurant

Email: MinnowOne@aol.com
www.minnowbucketmarina.com

Lunch And Dinner Served All Day

Bass Lantern Restaurant
 Hunt Brothers Pizza
All toppings no extra charge $9.49

Extra Cheese $1.59

GREATEST
PIZZA AROUND!
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903-765-3209
4340 N. FM 17

Alba, TX 75410
800-657-3156LAKE FORK RV REPAIR

Call Anytime • Repairs of all types
Scott Kennedy 903-638-1177
 Ashley Gour 817-357-0259
Home office 903-383-2162

We have moved to the lake side of  Yantis 
and now accept visa/mc/disc/amxprss

Scott’s RV Service
Mobile Service 

and Parts

NOW BOOKING 
PRIVATE PARTIES!

OPEN
Fridays and Saturdays 

3pm to 9pm

Hwy 69 Emory
1/2 Block West
of Brookshires
903-765-2322

• Treated Drinking Water 25¢
  (bring your own container)
• Best Value in the Area
• 16 Lbs in a Bag or
   20 Lbs in Your Cooler
   All For $2.00
• Open 24/7
• No need to stand in line at
  the store

ATHENS—Only the sound of 
running water fills the Lunker 
Bunker at the Texas Freshwa-
ter Fisheries Center. The 22 
round, 1,500-gallon Share-
Lunker holding tanks are ready 
to receive fish. So far none 
have arrived.
	 The Toyota Share-
Lunker season started October 
1 and runs through April 30 
because Texas is so large that 
the spawning season stretches 
over many months. Over the 
25-year history of the program, 
six 13-pound or bigger fish 
have been entered into the 
program in October, nine in 
November and 20 in Decem-
ber.
	 In a typical season, the 
action really picks up after the 
first of the year. There have 
been 55 entries in January, 119 
in February, 224 in March and 
85 in April.
	 October entries have 
come pinball-machine fashion 

from all over the state—from 
Lake McQueeney near San 
Antonio to Toledo Bend on the 
Louisiana border to Lake Fork 
in Northeast Texas to Lake 
Meredith in the Panhandle.
	 Things start to settle 
down in November, with six 
of the month’s nine entries 
coming from Lake Fork, one 
from the Nueces River, one 
from Lake Lewisville and one 
from a private pond in Ander-
son County. And one of those, 
Mark Stevenson’s 17.67-pound 
monster from Lake Fork, 
was ShareLunker No. 1 and 
remains the biggest bass 
reported caught on an artificial 
lure in Texas.
	 Surprisingly, more 
southerly Texas lakes like Fal-
con and Amistad have not been 
heard from until December. 
Lake Fork leads the December 
catch pack with seven entries 
followed by Falcon and Con-
roe with three each. But the 

pinball effect still shows up, 
with entries from Baylor Creek 
near Childress, O.H. Ivie near 
San Angelo, Amistad near Del 
Rio, Ray Hubbard near Dallas 
and Sam Rayburn and Nacog-
doches in East Texas.
	 The pattern seems to 
be that there is no pattern, at 
least as far as location is con-
cerned. But one thing is clear: 
The first Toyota ShareLunker 
of the 2011-2012 season is out 
there somewhere waiting to be 
caught.
	 You would look good 
wearing the Toyota Share-
Lunker shirt and jacket and 
G. Loomis cap holding a 
fiberglass replica of a big bass. 
Why don’t you go catch that 
first ShareLunker?
	 Anyone legally catch-
ing a 13-pound or bigger large-
mouth bass from Texas waters, 
public or private, between 
October 1 and April 30 may 
submit the fish to the Toyota 
ShareLunker program by call-
ing program manager David 
Campbell at (903) 681-0550 or 
paging him at (888) 784-0600 
and leaving a phone number 

including area code. Fish will 
be picked up by TPWD per-
sonnel within 12 hours.
	 ShareLunker entries 
are used in a selective breeding 
program at the Texas Freshwa-
ter Fisheries Center (TFFC) in 
Athens. Some of the offspring 
from these fish are stocked 
back into the water body 
from which they were caught. 
Other ShareLunker offspring 
are stocked in public waters 
around the state in an attempt 
to increase the overall size and 
growth rate of largemouth bass 
in Texas.
	 Anglers entering fish 
into the Toyota ShareLunker 
program receive a free replica 
of their fish, a certificate and 
ShareLunker clothing and are 
recognized at a banquet at the 
Texas Freshwater Fisheries 
Center in Athens.
	 The person who catch-
es the season’s largest entry 
will be named Angler of the 
Year. If a Texas angler catches 
the largest entry of the season, 
that person also receives a 
lifetime fishing license.
	 For complete informa-

tion and rules of the Share-
Lunker program, tips on caring 
for big bass, a list of official 
Toyota ShareLunker weigh and 
holding stations and a recap of 
last year’s season, see http://
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/share-
lunker. The site also includes a 
searchable database of all fish 
entered into the program along 
with pictures where available.
	 Information on current 
catches, including short videos 
of interviews with anglers 
when available, is posted on 
http://www.facebook.com/
sharelunkerprogram.
	 The Toyota Share-
Lunker Program is made pos-
sible by a grant to the Texas 
Parks & Wildlife Foundation 
from Gulf States Toyota. 
Toyota is a long-time supporter 
of the Foundation and Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment, providing major funding 
for a wide variety of educa-
tion, fish, parks and wildlife 
projects.

Where will season’s first Toyota ShareLunker be caught?

Lake Fork Area News
Place Your Ad Today!  

903-885-7223 
Email:  lakeforkareanews@yahoo.com  
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Home Decor, Fine Antiques,
Primitive Jewelry, Candles,
Lures, Gourmet Food ...

www.mineolafudge.com

114 E. Broad St (Hwy. 80) Mineola 903-569-0322 • Mon.-Sat. 10-5

Made FRESH with REAL Cream and
Butter right here in our store!
Come in for a Sample!

Homemade FUDGE

$2.99 1/4 pound • $5.99 1/2 pound
$11.98 per pound

•Chocolate •Chocolate Pecan
•Chocolate Amaretto Swirl
•Chocolate Peanut Butter
•Peanut Butter •TigerButter
•Vanilla Pecan •Maple Nut
•Red Velvet •Irish Coffee
•Died & Gone to Heaven
•Texas Mud •Triple Trouble
*Dark Choc Carmel w/Sea Salt

Shipping Available

Pumpkin Pie Fudge
Give the
Gift of Fudge
ASK ABOUT GIFT PACKAGING

for:
family,
friends
&
business
associates.

Tx. Bead Monkey
One of a Kind Design

Sherry Parrish-Correa
Turn old Jewelry into new

Beads, Findings & Supplies
Orders/Classes/Parties

101 E. Commerce St. 
Mineola, Tx 75773

beadmonkey@att.net

BEADS~SUPPLIES
CUSTOM MADE JEWELRY

TUESDAYS~SATURDAYS
10:00 AM~5:00 PM

CLASSES ARE SET FOR
WEDNESDAYS@ 1:00 PM

(PLEASE CALL TO CONFIRM YOUR CLASS)

817~937~4789
WE ARE LOCATED IN 1888 BUILDING

ACROSS FROM GAZEBO

817~937~4789
109 E. Commerce St., Mineola
Tues.-Sat. 10-5 • Sun. 12-3

903-569-5656

Collectibles, Furniture, Glassware
Vintage Charm

20% OFF total of $20 or more unless marked
firm or already reduced thru Dec. 10

Hey everyone! It 
is hard to believe 
that it’s December 
already. Where has 
the year gone? I 
know I’m ready for 
2012 for a number 
of reasons but let’s 
not go into politics 
and just stick to 
fishing. I know that 
most boaters have 
put their rigs up for the year and 
are getting ready for the New 
Year already but those that are 
still getting out on the water 
know how great some fishing 
days can be this time of year 
on Lake Fork. So if you are one 
of those like myself that love 
to fish in the winter or you just 
have cabin fever and would like 
to get out on the lake, here are 
some tips and techniques that 
will help you land some nice 
fish or even possibly the fish of 
your dreams!
	 The lake conditions are 
considerably different going 
into winter this year than any 
other year that we have seen 
before. With the Texas drought 
of 2011 the lake is now between 
7 ½ and 8 feet low. The water 
temperatures are in the 60’s as 
I write this but you can expect 
water temperatures to dip into 
the 50’s and remain there for 
much of the month unless it 
stays unseasonably warm. With 
the low water, it is very impor-
tant to navigate the lake with 
caution and do not run in any 

areas that you are not familiar 
with including some marked 
boat lanes.
	 One my favorite win-
ter and December shallow wa-
ter patterns is targeting fish 
around any shallow vegeta-
tion or stumps near main lake 
or secondary points. Most of 
these winter fish will move 
into these shallow grass beds 
or hug stumps to ambush prey. 
During the sunny warmest part 
of the day can be best as water 
temperatures in these shallow 
areas is at its peak and the fish 
are most active. My first lure of 
choice is a lipless crank bait. 
My favorite sizes are a 1/2 oz or 
5/8 oz but will also keep a 3/4 
oz bait handy as well. I like to 

use shades or red, orange, or a 
combination of these two colors 
as well as chrome or gold. I like 
to use a 7’ medium heavy Abu 
Garcia Veritas rod with 17-20 lb 
Trilene 100% Fluorocarbon on 
a high speed reel like the NEW 
Abu Garcia Revo MGX. This 
reel comes in a 7.1:1 or 7.9:1 
ratio so you can really burn a 
bait with this set up or use it 
to take some of the work off of 
your arms while you fish these 
baits all day making numerous 
casts. I like to use the lipless 
bait as a search bait and once 
I get bit I will slow down and 
work the area over thoroughly. 	
	 A lot of times you will 
find the fish in small groups 
this time of year but may not 
be able to catch all of them on 
the same bait or presentation. If 
you double back and fish some-
thing like a suspending jerk bait 
or jig you may catch a few more 
fish or that BIG one you’ve 
been looking for! On the jerk 
bait I will throw a suspending 
model in a gold/black, clown, 
or ayu color. Fishing this bait 
slowly with twitch and long 

pause technique is great for a 
real big fish especially during 
the sunny calm days. On cloudy 
days I do better fishing slowly 
through the area with a jig and 
I will flip or pitch a 3/8 or 1/2 

oz Talon jig tight to every piece 
of cover available. A jig can be 
very effective on deeper points 
at the mouth of creeks and the 
creek edges inside the creek. 

Continued on page 5
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Trophy Bass Report

Located on Lake Fork @ 660 County Road 3325-Emory, Tx. 75440
Business Phone: 903-473-0049  • Cell Phone: 903-474-3217

View all my boats in color @ www.bobsboatbiz.com

LIKE NEW
2006 Skeeter ZX225 20’
06 Yamaha 225 HP HPDI

   LOADED:  $24,500

MINT!
2005 Skeeter TZX 200 19’
2005 Yamaha 200 HP EFI

  PERFECT: $22,500

IMMACULTE!
2007 Beachcomber 20 Fish
07 Yamaha 60 HP 4-Stroke

    LIKE NEW: $13,500

LOW PRICE!
2006 Fisher Liberty 200 Fish
2005 Mercury 60 HP Big Foot

SOLID: $9,950

With the lake low like it is you 
can follow the trees that line the 
channel edge very easily. Best 
colors for me are black & blue, 
black/blue/purple, bama bug, 
or black/brown. I like to tip 
my jigs with a 3” or 4” Berk-
ley Chigger Craw or Chigger 
Chunk in matching colors. The 
action on the Chigger Craw is 
very attractive to a big fish and 
they hold onto the jig longer 
with the Powerbait scent. This 
is an important advantage as 
most bites are light and normal-
ly fish will not hold onto the jig 
long during the winter months.
	 The deep water pat-
terns are effective as well dur-
ing the winter. You can find a 
lot of bass in the mouth of ma-
jor creeks, on the bridges, and 
on structure near open water 

on the main lake at the mouth 
of major creeks. I will use my 
Lowrance HDS unit to graph 
these deep areas first. If I find 
bait and shad, I know that the 
bass are nearby. Once I locate 
a school of bass, I will usually 
drop a marker on them. I like to 
use spoons, Carolina rigs, drop 
shots, and a tube jig on these 
deep fish.
	 If you are interested in 
coming out for some big bass 
action this winter or would 
like to just take an instruction-
al trip to learn about electron-
ics, seasonal patterns, or some 
new techniques on Lake Fork, 
contact me anytime. I am also 
booking winter trips on Lake 
Monticello for those that are 
interested in catching spawn-
ing fish in the cold on this great 
power plant lake. The fishing 

last winter was awesome there 
and already starting off with a 
bang this year. I still have a few 
dates available and want to re-
mind anyone that is considering 
making spring reservations with 
me to do it ASAP. My spring’s 
book up extremely fast so get 
your 2012 date now before my 
schedule is full.  You can reach 
me by phone at (903)736-9888 
or drop me an email at lakefork-
trophybass@yahoo.com  You 
can also visit my website for 
more information about trophy 
bass fishing on Lake Fork www.
officiallakeforktrophybass.com
	 My new 2012 Ranger 
Z521 Comanche powered with 

a Mercury 250 Prop XS will 
be here any day and man I’m 
excited. These boats are awe-
some! If you get a chance while 
you are here, stop by Diamond 
Sports Marine on highway 154 
and check out the new 2012 
Ranger Boats already in stock. 
Talk to Ben Hogan or Robert 
Gilliland and they will be glad 
to help you find the right boat 
for your needs. Let them show 
you why they are the #1 Ranger 
Boat dealership in the coun-
try. Or just give them a call at 
(903)383-7829 for information. 
If you would like a demo ride in 
my new boat, feel free to con-
tact me also to schedule your 

test ride. 
	 gain, a big thanks to 
all my sponsors: Ranger Boats, 
Mercury Outboards, I AM 
SECOND, Berkley, Abu Gar-
cia, Interstate Batteries, Low-
rance Electronics, Power Pole, 
Hamby’s, Talon Lures, Line & 
Lure Conditioner, BTS Protec-
tant, Navionics, Oakley, and 
Sure Life.
	 Isaiah 41:10 – So do 
not fear, for I am with you; do 
not be dismayed, for I am your 
God. I will strengthen you and 
help you; I will uphold you with 
my righteous right hand.
	 Tight Lines and God 
Bless.

Continued from page 4

RESTAURANT
& CLUB

Hwy. 154 & 515
 Yantis, Tx

Club  903-383-7007 • Restaurant  903-383-7008
Tobacco Shop 903-383-7331

Full Service Menu
Lunch Buffet $6.95

(includes Coffee or Tea)

Nightly Dinner Specials

East Fork
Restaurant & club

For all the folks coming for the Lake Fork
experience a stop at East Fork is a must. Greeted with a
smile you will be seated for some great eats.

Make sure you stop in at Lockhart Lures for your
bass fishing needs. We carry lots of baits, or while you eat
have a custom bait built to your specs.

So, before you leave stop and check us out.

Specializing in Hand Cut Steaks,
Custom Made Bass Baits
and Fine Mexican Food

Hwy. 154 & 515 Yantis, Tx.

Home of Lockhart Lures
903-383-7663

www.lockhartlures.com
www.eastforkrestaurantandclub.com

 LIVE BAND

EVERY

SATURDAY

KARAOKE
 FRIDAY NIGHTS

Karaoke Wed. Nights in Back Bar!

Place Your Ad Today
Call Shirley 903-885-7223
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Lake Fork RV & Auto/Diamond Park Homes Inc. 
(903-765-1128)    Service and Warranty Center

•Atwood •Carrier • Dometic •Nordine •Norcold •Suburban
Ask for Shawn or Michael 

2810 N. FM 17 (Across from Lighthouse) 3 miles N. of Alba
See our other ad on page 15

CARTS
TO GO

Used - Refurbished - Custom

214-673-1313 (cell)
903-878-2742

Lake Fork
One mile south of
Hwy 154 bridge

(across from Trophy Lodge)

Friday-Sunday

ALL
PRICES

REDUCED

** call anytime **

Golf Carts

JAN-FEB 2012 BY APPOINMENT ONLY

	 Happy Holidays ev-
eryone. I hope everyone had 
a great Thanksgiving and 
now getting ready for a Merry 
Christmas.
	 I want to thank all my 
customers this year for letting 
me take them catfishing on 
Lake Fork. We ended up hav-
ing my best year yet. The boat 
ended up bringing in 3,132 cat-
fish for the year! A new record.
	 Thanks to my sponsors 
who provide me the best cat-
fish bait on the market. Catfish 
Gold Stickbait, Uncle Joe’s 
Cheesebait, and Ernest’s Po-
letown catfish bait caught all 
those catfish.

	

	
	 And a special thanks 
to Sartin Marine for keeping 
my two boats running and giv-
ing me great prices on all my 
boating needs.
	 We ended up the year 
on a great fishing trip with the 
Logan’s Steakhouse crew. Re-
gional Manager Amy Stanley 
brings her restaurant managers 
from all over Texas on a fish-
ing trip each year. It was Nov. 
3 and the catfish were still on 
my deep 40ft. holes. We man-
aged to catch about 150 cats 
that day with 100 of them be-
ing keepers. That was a busy 
day for me. 
	 Since hunting season 

has started I have either been 
in my blind or sitting in the 
woods trying to get a deer.
	 The first split of duck 
season has been good and bet-
ter than last season. We have 
shot a variety of ducks this first 
part of the season. I’m sure the 
second part will be better as 
I’m sure it will be a little cold-
er.
	 A good friend put me 
on a nice 8 point buck this sea-
son. Deer hunting is so excit-
ing when you get a chance to 
get out in the woods. It really 
get’s my heart pumping when 
a deer comes into range. I have 
sat many hours In the woods 
and haven’t seen a thing. But 
you don’t give up because if 
you have a little patience and 
a little luck you will have a 
chance.
	 Until next month, 
good hunting ad fishing. Be 
safe and fish friendly. 

Stan Kuhn’s
Catfish and Crappie Report

J.J. Victorino 
from Wichita 
Falls Logan’s 
Steakhouse 
and Gabe 
Morris from 
Lufkin Lo-
gan’s with two 
nice channel 
cats.

Phillip and Cheryl 
Taylor from 

Big Sandy, Tx. 
caught 56 cats 

weighing in at 66 
pounds with 
catfish guide 

Stan kuhn.
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Cigar & Coffee Bar

Rocky Patel MONTECRISTO

Iced Coffee

Hot Chocolate

Cappuccino

Lattes

Pipe Tobacco * Chewing Tobacco * Dip & Snuff

NOW

OPEN

3931 FM 515 EMORY, TX

903-474-9426

 - - - -BRING THIS COUPON - - - -

Free Coffee
One Per Customer

Home Baked Breads, Muffins,

Sandwiches, Soups,

Snacks & More!

3931 FM 515 EMORY, TX
903-474-9426

Father-in-law John Kapik 
from Lincoln, Ill. caught 
some nice channel cats with 
guide Stan Kuhn.

John Kapik from Lincoln 
Ill. with a nice mess of cats 
caught with guide Stan Kuhn.

Larry Wagnor 
and son Trey 

with a nice 
mess of ducks 
hunting with 

guide Stan 
Kuhn.

Mike Joiner hunting with 
guide Stan Kuhn with a nice 
wood duck and a gawall..

Pam Almy, Logan's Manager 
from waxahachie showing off 
her biggest cat of the day.

Phillip Taylor from Big San-
dy, Tx caught this nice chan-
nel cat on Catfish Gold Stick-
bait.

Regional Manager Amy Stan-
ley of Logan's Steakhouse fi-
nally caught her first fish of 
the day.
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2011 35’ x 11’6” 
PARK MODEL RV FOR SALE

C & G CUSTOMS BUILDERS
Glenn Gibson, Owner  (972) 978-3668
Email: glenn-gibson@sbcglobal.net

This new park model comes with deck and roof, side-
walk, pier, retaining wall and lot lease located in the 
newly developed Caney Point RV Resort on Hwy. 154, 
Lake Fork.

All Electric
Ceiling Fans

2 Flat Screen TVs
2-Ton A/C Heat Unit

Microwave
Stacked Washer/Dryer

Queen Bed
Large Closet

and
MORE!
MORE!
MORE!

CANEY POINT RV RESORT

For an appoinment to tour 
Caney Point RV Resort call 903-850-4151

Caney Point RV Resort is located on Hwy. 154 on the 
north end of the 154 bridge that crosses Lake Fork.

Offi ce 903-383-3295

COVERED PAVILLION

FISHING 

PIER

SECURITY GATE

Waterfront	lots	will	have	concrete	pads	
approximately12x36’	and	concrete	driveway.	

Lots	have	approximately	40’	to	45’	
of	shoreline.

NEW REDUCED PRICE
ONLY 17 WATERFRONT 

LOTS LEFT!

Deer Watchers 
Paradise

OVERSIZED 

BOAT RAMP

MARK BAIRD
General Contractor

             903-395-2577
Mobile 903-491-7577

BAIRD
CONSTRUCTION

Steel Buildings Commercial or Residential

Custom

Homes

BOATSTORAGE

BARNS

By Luke Clayton
  Molly, a little two year old 
pointer who shares the blood-
line with a pedigree of cham-
pions a mile long, was running 
with her head high, just down-
wind of an overgrown briar 
patch. We were hunting quail at 
Hidden Lakes Hunting Resort 
near Yantis, Texas. When the 
faint, tantalizing scent of quail 
touched her nostrils she froze in 
mid stride, locked up in a solid 
point that left little doubt that 
she was on birds.  A few quick 
steps toward the cover indicat-
ed the birds were running. Then 
Molly froze again. Behind her, 
honoring her point were two 
other magnificent pointers. 
Rock, a big boned older male, 
the veteran of many hunts and 
Missy, another speed demon 
with plenty of fire and bird sav-
vy stood like statues with heads 
high and noses quivering in an 
attempt to get the scent of the 
quail Molly was pointing.   

A few yards behind the assem-
bly of world class pointers, my 
three grandsons, Trevor and 
Tyler Clayton and Luke Zim-
merman stood at the ready with 
their shotguns, coached by up-
land bird guide Steve Jarvis. 
Phil Zimmerman, Luke’s pater-
nal Grandfather and I were be-
hind the assemblage, cameras 
ready to capture our Grandson’s 
first quail hunt! 
  Life is full of wonderful ex-
periences but there is only one 
first time for everything. One 
first date, one graduation from 
high school and one’s  first 
time to hunt quail!  Watching 
the boys listening to Steve’s in-
structions to stay on line, check 
their gun’s safety and keep their  
barrels pointed high, I thought 
back to my first quail hunt that 
took place near our little farm 
north of Clarksville in Red 
River County a half century 
ago.  Life was coming full cir-
cle and, right before my eyes! 

Phil grew up hunting quail with 
his father and it was obvious he 
was sharing the same emotions 
as I. We both were honored and 
humbled to be present on this 
‘first’ for our Grandsons. As 
we observed the dogs work, we 
noted the expressions of excite-
ment on the boy’s faces as they 
walked forward for the flush.
   We were very much here in 
the present with our Grandsons 
that carried our own ‘blood 
lines’ but the joyous hunts from 
years past also occupied a cor-
ner of my mind, I’m pretty sure 
Phil’s thoughs pretty much mir-
rored mine. Then all thinking 
stopped! A brace of quail blew 
out of the briar patch with the 
intensity of two Roman can-
dles. It was time to react, not 
think!  A couple of the boy’s 

little 20 gauges boomed and 
we watched the birds sail into 
a wood line several hundred 
yards across the field. Molly 
rolled her eyes back toward 
her Master with a questioning 
gaze before breaking her point 
and heading on in quest of 
more birds. This hunt was more 
about the first time experience 
for three young bird hunters 
in training, not so much kill-
ing birds. But, as the morning 
progressed, the boy’s shotgun 
swing and aim improved. We 
were getting plenty of birds for 
a meal of smothered quail, rice 
and gravy. The Grandsons ob-
viously enjoyed shooting quail, 
just wait until they set down to 
a platter of the fruits of their la-
bors, they’d be hooked for life!
  This year’s severe drought 

has been tough on all wild-
life, especially ground nesting 
birds. Wildlife biologists have 
admonished hunters to reduce 
their harvest of wild quail in 
order to leave more ‘seed’ birds 
for next spring’s hatch. 
 Well managed upland bird 
hunting resorts such as Hidden 
Lakes provide great bird hunt-
ing during a time when many 
hunters would otherwise be 
unable to enjoy the sport. Billy 
Burnett and his wife Kathryn 
decided about four years ago 
that it was time to bring quail 
hunting back to the fields and 
woodlots on their farm in east 
Texas, located a stone’s throw 
from Lake Fork. They critiqued 
many hunting resorts across the 
country and developed a plan 

Quail hunting tradition alive at Hidden Lake Resort

Continued on page 9
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410 E. Lennon, Emory Tx. • Highway 69 South
903-474-9150 • 903-348-5459

10x10 Climate Control
10x10 & 10x20 Ins.Top

Also Available: 5x8 • 8x15 • 10x12

Emory Self Storage

GATED ENTRY

AA Tree Service
25 Yrs Experience

Dave Morgan • Cell: 903-458-0644
Answered 7 Days A Week

Trimming, Topping, Tree Removal, 
Stump Grinding & Land Cleaning, Plant Trees, Firewood

Senior & Vet Discount
Residential & Commercial FREE Estimates

No Job Too Small or Large
WE DO THEM ALL!

Catfi sh Guide Service
www.thecatfi shguide.com

Stan Kuhn
Lake Fork Fishing Guide

Sponsored By Catfi sh Gold Stick Bait, 
Uncle Joe’s Cheesebait and Sartin Marine

•Catfi sh Trips
•Crappie Trips
•Duck Hunts

903.383.2921
P.O. Box 567

Yantis, TX 75497

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS 
CARD AD 

FOR ONLY $20 PER MONTH
Call Shirley at 903-885-7223

Sponsoring Lake Fork Catfi sh Guide Stan Kuhn

WHEELERS GUIDE SERVICE
James Wheeler Catfi shing Guide

LAKE TAWAKONI LAKE FORK
www.wheelersguideservice.info

wheelersguideservice@gmail.com

(903) 203-4236 or (903) 292-2703
YEAR ROUND TRIPS                               John 3:16

Authorized  Service

Yantis, Texas
www.ets-systems.com/reelrepair

Joe Armold

903-850-7131

Ardent Reels
& Accessories

 (made in the USA)

Get your
Props &

Rod & Reels
repaired
at one

convenient location!
After hour drop-off
 Lake Fork Marina

Steve’s Custom Props
Located at

Props on Hwy 17

NOW IN STOCK!
Ardent F500

Flippin’ & Pitchin’
Reels

for turning their new opera-
tion into a premier upland bird 
shooting destination. 
 “We left as much natural cover 
as possible to provide challeng-
ing shooting and built pens to 
rear the birds. Our rearing fa-
cility provides plenty of room 
for the birds to fly and develop 
strong wings. We keep contact 
with man at a minimum. When 
the birds are released they come 
very close to duplicating their 
counterparts that were hatched 
and reared in the wild.” said 
Billy.  

  I was yielding a camera rath-
er than a shotgun on this hunt 
but I’ve done lots of shooting 
at Hidden Lakes and can attest 
to the speed and stamina of the 
released birds. I’m an average 
wingshot but have hunted here 
with some very accomplished 
shooters, all of which I’ve 
watched miss birds. If you’ve 
never hunted flight conditioned 
quail, chuckar or pheasants, a 
bit of advice: Don’t brag too 
much on your shooting before a 
round with the birds at Hidden 

Lakes! 
 The noon meal at Hidden Lakes 
is a highlight to the hunt and it’s 
amazing how quickly three 13 
year old young men can make 
a big plate of smothered steak, 
mashed potatoes, fresh green 
beans and buttermilk pie disap-
pear. Their two old Grandpa’s 
weren’t far behind  the young-
sters in pushing their chairs 
away from the dinner table! 
 This is not a good year for hunt-
ing wild quail but if a close to 
home hunt for quail, pheasant or 

chuckars is your goal, I highly 
recommend Hidden Lakes Re-
sort. The birds are hard flying, 
the dog work world class, food 
excellent and the people there 
are like home folks. For more 
information, go online to www.
hiddenlakeshuntingresort.com 
or call 903-714-7574.
Listen to Outdoors with Luke 
Clayton Radio at www.catfish-
radio.com. Email Luke via the 
web site with outdoor related 
news from your area. 

Continued from page 8

Hidden Lake Resort

Lake Fork 
Area News
Place Your 
Ad Today!  
903-885-7223 

Email:  
lakeforkareanews@

yahoo.com  
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www.cdscabinsandcovers.com

Cabins, RV Covers, Carports, Garages,
Barns, Shops, Storages, Portable Buildings

Email: crowan@cdscabinsandcovers.com

4185 West Hwy. 154 Yantis, Texas 75497

Purchase or Rent to Own • No Credit Check • FREE DELIVERY

Authorized
Agent of

DERKSEN
Buildings

Chris Rowan
903-243-6639

GARAGES
STARTING AT

$2,949.75

Ask about lifetime warranty!CARPORTS
STARTING AT$595.



December 2011                                                          www.lakeforkareanews.com        	 Page  11

Is your boat broke?
Don’t leave it tied to the dock!

CALL MICHEAL’S
 MARINE REPAIR

(903) 383-3406
E-MAIL--microg@texascellnet.com

MC/VISA ACCEPTED
www.lake-fork-guides.com

Fisherman, why haul your boat to the shop for
repairs? If your boat malfunctions and you
don’t have time to get it repaired, call us.
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! We come to
you. NO HASSLE, NO WORRY. Most
repairs can be made at your location.

SERVICES WE OFFER
• We come to the boat and repair it on site if
  possible.
• We are a complete repair service from motor
  repair to boat and trailer repair.
• We offer 48 hour repair in most cases.
• If your boat is in storage, we offer a call
   ahead service to make sure your boat is in
    working condition when you get there.
• We have a consignment service to help you sell
   your boat or to find you one to buy.
• We buy and sell good used boats.

SERVING
LAKE FORK-LAKE TAWAKONI And Surrounding Areas

NONOW INSTW INSTALLING & REPALLING & REPAIRINGAIRING
BOBOAAT LIFTST LIFTS

Micheal’s Marine
Boat-Motor Repair Service

A.J.’S
FISH HOUSE

903-473-4198 • 5375 N. Hwy. 17

Fried Shrimp • Boiled Shrimp
Chicken Tenders • Hush Puppies & Fries
Dessert Included • Menu Items Available

• B.Y.O.B.
• NO WAIT
• SEATING FOR 400
• ON SITE CATERING
• PLENTY OF PARKING
• PRIVATE BANQUET ROOM

OPEN: Thurs., Fri. and Sat. 4:00 to 9:00 PM
NOW OPEN Sunday 11:00 to 2:00

Call Today To Schedule Your Special Event!

Southern Fried Catfish
“With All The Fixin’s”

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 • Yantis, Tx.
903-383-7121

Owners: John & JoAnne Heimgartner

Store Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 5:30 to 7:00
Fri.-Sat. 5:30 to 9:00 • Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

Best selection of tackle on Lake Fork!
“NEW” Complete Selection of

Gene Larew Products!
Including

NEW 3.5 Biffle Bug Jr.

Sale!
20% OFF all products

We Have Lots of “Finesse”
***TOMATO***
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Group or individual trips                                                                               
Business meetings                                                                                          

Holiday parties                                                                                                  
Church retreats                                                                                                 
Anniversaries                                                                                                    
Quail hunting                                                                                                     
Duck hunting                                                                                                     

Family reunions
Corporate outings

Weddings
Golf outings
1st Monday

Pheasant hunting
Hog hunting

Recognized By Sports Afi eld Magazine as 
one of the top fi shing lodges in North America

www.lakeforklodge.com
903-473-7236

Gift certifi cates available

Book now for:

Like us on Facebook 
for discounts on lodging 

and guide trips.

YOUR LOCAL GOLF CAR & UTLITY VEHICLE SPECIALIST

Full Line of Service & Accessories
To Include: Gas & Electric
Complete Refurbish to Basic Maintenance
Mirrors, Windshields
Custom Wheels & Tires
Lift Kits, Custom Paint
Trojan, Continental and US Golf Car Batteries
See Website for Golf Car Photos

Pick Up & Delivery to Holly Lake Ranch, 
Lake Fork, Hawkins & Surrounding Areas.

Shop hours M-F  9-5 Sat 9-1
After hours by appointment

Sales, Service & Repair
Golf Cars, Utility Vehicles

EZGO, Yamaha
Trade Ins Welcome

STEVE AMEEN Now Retired from the US Navy after 28 Years

WWW.HOLLYLAKEGOLFCARRANCH.COM
steve@hollylakegolfcarranch.com

2125 S FM 2869
Holly Lake Ranch, TX 75765

903-769-3600
Fax 903-769-4810

Holly Lake Golf Car Ranch, LLC

AUTHORIZED DEALER FOR

By Luke Clayton
Since the days when primi-
tive man first learned to use a 
club or spear to put meat on 
his tribe’s dinner table, cook-
ing over an open fire has been 
important to human existence. 
We modern day Homo Sapiens 
have state of the art micro wave 
ovens and electric ranges to use 
to cook our meals but the need 
for the basic campfire remains 
an integrate part of our core be-
ing.   
  Until the middle of the past 
century, cooking with wood 
fires was a way of life for the 
majority of people in the U.S., 
especially those who lived in 
rural areas. 
  Today with a plethora of 
outdoor cooking apparatuses 
available, cooking over the 
campfire still holds its allure.  
The thought of meat roasting 
over hot coals conjures images 
of woodsmen and hunters liv-
ing in the backwoods soaking 
up the warmth of the burning 
embers as a leg of venison or 
possibly a fat pheasant or duck 
slowly roasts over the coals. 

 I’ve always enjoyed campfire 
cooking. The flavor of foods 
cooked in cast iron Dutch Ket-
tles heated by embers from a 
hardwoods fire or meat sizzling 
over a grill above the fire has 
long been a passion of mine. 
  This past week, I learned a 
method of cooking directly over 
the campfire that combines the 
best of the old and new; old be-
cause the meal is prepared right 
over the fire, new because two 
D cell batteries supply the en-
ergy necessary to turn the spit!  
   As an outdoors writer for the 
past quarter century, I have had 
the opportunity to meet a great 
deal of very interesting people 
that make their living, one way 
or the other, in the outdoors.  I 
recently received a phone call 
from my nephew who was in 
his booth at Canton, busy mar-
keting the cedar furniture he 
builds. “Luke, there’s a guy 
here cooking over a campfire, 
using a well built spit rotisserie. 
This looks like something you 
would be interested in”.  A few 
minutes on the phone with Jon 
Sattler, who bills himself as the 

Chief Kangaroo in charge of 
North American distribution 
for his Australian made Auspit, 
and I was eager to see this rig 
in action! 
  “How about me coming by 
one day when you’re not busy 
and let me cook lunch?” says 
Sattler. “As much time as you 
spend in the woods hunting and 
on the lakes, I am positive you 
will be impressed with the ease 
of this style of cooking and, the 
tasty meal once the meat and 
veggies are done!”  
  We live on a heavily wooded 
few acres and in the trees be-
hind the house, I have what my 
wife refers to my ‘deer camp’ 

set up. And old camper trailer 
and metal building serves as 
‘camp’. This is where I spend a 
good bit of time especially dur-
ing the cool weather months. A 
campfire circled with rocks is 
the centerpiece of my little out-
door area. It was the ideal spot 
for Jon to demonstrate his style 
of outdoor cooking and, relax 
while lunch was slowly cook-
ing over the coals!
  Jon lives a very interesting 
life. He uses a motor home as 
base camp and travels around 
the country, hitting major and 
minor outdoor gatherings, ex-
posing folks to his unique and 
relaxing way of creating lunch 

or dinner over campfire coals. 
After driving his big rig 
through the trees and dodging 
limbs, he parked within a few 
yards of my camp. “Looks like 
a fine place to do some camp-
fire cooking. I have the mak-
ings of what will soon become 
a great tasting meal.” says Jon 
as he climbs down from his 
rig and shakes hands with my 
buddy Joe Dunn, also a devoted 
campfire cook, and myself.
  “The first thing we need to do 
is get a campfire going.” Do 
you have any dry wood? If not, 
I have plenty in the trailer.” I 
have an abundance of dry oak 
and hickory stacked near the 
camp this year and we soon 
had a roaring fire in the pit. Af-
ter about 30 minutes, the fire 
had become what the old tim-
ers used to call a ‘cook fire’; a 
bed of embers with low flames. 
Lunch was to be a big piece of 
pork loin, beef roast and fresh 
green beans which were placed 
in a round stainless steel con-
tainer that slid onto the spit and 
slowly rotated at the same rate 
of the roasting pork and beef. 
I could tell I was going to like 
this style of laid back cooking!
Set up was easy. Jon drove a 
vertical rod into the ground, 

Campfire cooking the easy way

Continued on page 13

Jon Sattler preparing lunch over the campfire with his Auspit, 
an outdoor rotisserie made in Australia that is ideal for the 
sportsman.  Photo by Luke Clayton
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TIRE       LUBEAND

2 Miles South of I-30 on Hwy. 19

All Major Brands  of Tires & Oil

903-439-0010 Mon.-Fri. 8 to 5:30 Sat. 8 to 12

• Farm Tires • Full Service Oil & Lube
• Experienced Staff • Tire Repair

and

Open: Mon.-FRI. 8:30 to 5:30 - Sat. 8:30 to 3:00
www.mcfaddensrv.com

On Site Service Is Our Specialty!

903-474-9448•1-866-474-9448•FAX 903-474-9588 
299 S. Texas St. Emory, Tx.

McFadden’s RV has the 
most versatile selection of 

parts for RVs and 
campers. 

Stop In and 
Check Us Out!

410 E. Lennon • Emory •  Hwy 69 South

•Candles by Yankee, Circle E & Woodwick
•Cards by Leanin Tree & Blue Mountain  •Fine Antique

Furniture •Cologne •Jewelry •Glassware  •Gifts  •Collectibles
•Jewelry by Studio A Concept •Yellow Box Shoes

903-474-9150

OPEN Mon. -Fri. 10:00-5:00 Sat. 10:00-4:00

30% OFF
Crabtree
& Evelyn

All Through
The House

25% OFF
Yellow Box

Shoes

40% OFF
select

Yankee &
Circle E
Candles

slid the bracket that holds the 
Auspit’s motor down the rod 
and used the simple wire clamp 
to adjust it to the correct height 
above the flames. He slid a wire 
skewer onto the spit, released 
the spring to secure it in the cor-
rect position and impaled and 
secured the beef roast on the 
spit. Next came the pork loin 
which was also secured with the 
clamp on skewers. Next, a rack 
with multiple skewers designed 
for sausages was clamped in 
position. “We’ll snack on these 
sausages while the bigger cuts 
are roasting,” says Joh as he 
fills the metal basket with fresh 
green beans, bits of onion, gar-

lic and small slices of bacon for 
basting. 
  Seasoning of the meat takes 
place after the spit is in place 
and the meat slowly rotating 
over the coals. The morning 
was cool and we set around 
the campfire, drinking coffee 
as Jon related some of the in-
teresting experiences he has 
encountered as he traveled the 
world, exposing the masses to 
the joy and ease of campfire 
cooking! 
   I was amazed at how quickly 
the meat was transformed into 
well done pork and beef. The 
entire cooking process was 
completed in less than two 
hours. Of course, the Bratwurst 

sausages were long gone be-
fore Jon pronounced the meat 
done after completing a quick 
test with the meat thermom-
eter. By the time the meal was 
complete, we’d gathered a few 
more hungry neighbors around 
the campfire. Jon has learned 
that every time he puts his Aus-
pit to work, new friends seem 
to appear out of the woodwork! 
  There’s nothing like an open 
wood fire for imparting flavor 
to meats. Our meal was deli-

cious. The slowly roasted pork  
and beef with green beans sea-
soned with bacon, garlic and 
onion and roasted over the 
coals was the stuff great dining 
moments are made! 
  Every outdoors person that 
enjoys cooking over a campfire 
should check out the Auspit. 
One huge advantage is the fact 
that it doesn’t need propane or 
electricity, other than the 2 D 
cell batteries.  It’s lightweight 
and you can use it anywhere. 

  For more information, go to 
the website: www.auspitbbq.
com or email Jon at info@aus-
pitbbq.com.  Go to www.ketr.
org and listen to Jon talk out-
door cooking on my show on 
public radio. 
  To listen to Luke’s hour long 
outdoor show, visit www.cat-
fishradio.com. Email Luke at 
lukeclayton@prodigy.net with 
hunting and fishing news from 
your area. 

Campfire cooking
Continued from page 12

Lake Fork Area News
Place Your Ad Today! • 903-885-7223 

Email: lakeforkareanews@yahoo.com  
Owned and operated by Shirley Moreland
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FREE LAWN & GARDEN
pickup & delivery for scheduled service in the Lake Fork Area!

Lake Fork Resort
5004 N. FM 17

Alba, Texas 75410
800-230-4367 • 903-765-2987

lakeforkresort.com
Email: reservations@lakeforkresort.com

27 ROOM MOTEL • RV PARK
Motel & Park  Have  Access to Swimming
Pool & FREE High Speed Wireless Internet
ANNUAL SITES AVAILABLE

GAS • CONVIENCE STORE
 • BOAT RAMP • BOAT SLIPS

• GUIDE SERVICE
• RESTAURANT

• PLAYGROUND AREA
• TACKLE

• FISHING LICENSE

By Luke Clayton
   Today, a buck that 

makes the Boone and 
Crockett book with the 
minimum score of 170 
BC has become almost 
commonplace, espe-

cially on well managed ranches, many 
of which are high fenced, all across the 
state.  I, and most veteran deer hunters, 
can remember not too many years ago 
when there were only a handful of ‘book’ 
bucks taken in the state each year. While 
visiting and hunting with my friend out-
door writer and TV show host Larry 
Weishuhn recently, we spent a good bit 
of time discussing the subject of the in-
creased number of big deer taken in Tex-
as and across the country
 “I think most deer hunters today are ed-
ucated to the fact that trophy class deer 
need three things to grow to their poten-
tial: genetics, nutrition and age. While all 
three are important, I truly believe that 
age and nutrition are the most important. 
We’ve had some native Texas bucks with 
massive antlers harvested and without ex-
ception, they were fully mature animals 
that had a highly nutritious diet.” said 
Weishuhn. “Hunters have learned that it 
takes a buck at least five or six years to 
reach their potential for antler develop-
ment. They’re letting those young bucks 

walk and reaping the rewards.” 
  I couldn’t agree more with Larry. 
When I was a young deer hunter back 
in the sixties and early seventies hunt-
ing the Pineywoods of east Texas, the 
buzz word among deer hunters is “how 
many points did he have?”  To our way 
of thinking, a ten point was better than 
an eight point, regardless of factors such 
as age, tine length, mass, etc.  Today, 
experienced deer hunt-
ers judge a bucks rack 
with terms such as: 
mass, tine length and 
symmetry rather than 
strictly number of 
points. Granted, we all 
are hunting for a big, 
mature ten or twelve 
pointer with a typical 
frame, rather than a ma-
ture 6 or 8 point.  Most 
experienced hunters 
will let an immature ten 
point walk and harvest 
a mature eight point or 
even a mature 5 or six 
point. MATURE is the 
buzzword today.  We 
have learned that an im-
mature buck that’s been 
on a good diet has the 
potential to develop an 

eight or even ten point rack very early in 
it’s life, maybe as a 2.5 year old but, giv-
en the time necessary to develop to ma-
turity this same buck might be sporting 
a high scoring ten or twelve point rack 
with long, heavy main beams and long 
tines. 
We have also been educated to what a 
mature buck looks like. Young bucks are 
slender with smaller necks and shoul-

ders but mature whitetail bucks are much 
blockier and after the age of 4.5 years, 
begin to put on a bit of a pot belly. 
   In the forty eight years that I have been 
hunting whitetails in Texas and, as an out-
doors writer, across much of this country 
and Canada and Mexico, I’ve seen lots of 
changes. Some I like and some I don’t. 
Deer hunting is not all about numbers or 

What constitutes a trophy buck?

Continued on page 15
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Design Your Perfect Diamond Today

www.diamondparkhomes.com

2810 N. FM 17 • Alba, Texas 75410
903-765-1128 • Fax: 903-765-3338
Email: diamondparkhomes@gmail.com
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FROM THE
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...WE ARE...
Lake Fork

RV/Auto Inc.
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RV
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Independent Propane Co.
110 CR 4702
Hwy 37 South
Winnsboro, Tx. 75494
Phone: 903-629-7047
Fax: 903-629-3925

$250.00

how many inches of antler a particular buck’s rack sports. On the 
vast majority of ranches in Texas today, bucks in the 170 BC and 
bigger are non existent. Deer of this size are occasionally harvested 
from small acreages where deer certainly cross several property 
lines on a daily basis. But most high scoring bucks are taken from 
intensively managed ranches, either high fence or extremely large 
low fenced ranches, ranches where the majority of the deer never 
leave the property.  
   To sum it up, deer are hunted for many reasons. Some deer hunt-
ers are just out there for the sheer joy of spending a few well earned 
days at deer camp and are happy for a buck, any buck, and a doe or 
two for the freezer. These guys and gals probably get more enjoy-
ment from all aspects of the hunt than those that are strictly ‘head 
hunters’.
   Others are not willing to release the bowstring or squeeze the 
rifle’s trigger on anything that scores less than 150 BC.  Neither 
camp is right or wrong, to my way of thinking. Some might be a 
bit more privileged to have access to intensively managed ranches 
that others, but I’ve been hunting deer long enough to know that 
a mature buck is a mature buck. A low scoring, freaky antlered 5 
point that might gross 85 BC points can be just as challenging to 
hunt as one of those high fenced monsters that push 300 inches or 
antler. May our sport go on forever, regardless whether we consider 
our ‘trophy’ to be a heavy antlered buck-or venison for the freezer!  
  My 10 year old grandson recently harvested a fat 2.5 year old eight 
point from a heavily hunted area where most bucks are harvested 
as soon as they meet legal requirements. Words cannot explain how 
excited and proud he was to harvest his 8 pointer. Think of it in this 
prospective: who is the most successful hunter, a kid with his first 

trophy buck
Continued from page 14

Continued on page 16
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Mike of Ft. Worth shows off 
one of his nice cats while fish-
ing with Wheelers Guide Ser-
vice.

Ron of Ft. 
Worth shows 

off his 6.6 
pound catfish 

with Wheel-
ers Guide 

Service.

Sandy Wheeler showing off 
her 2.2 pound crappie caught 
while fishing with husband 
James Wheeler of Wheelers 
Guise Service.

Tracy Williams and family with their mess of fish caught while 
fishing with Wheelers Guide Service.

8 point buck or a well heeled 
sportsman with multiple mon-
ster bucks on the wall who just 
shot another  Boone and Crock-
ett buck?  
   May our sport go on forever, 
regardless whether we consider 
our ‘trophy’ to be a heavy ant-
lered buck or, venison for the 

freezer. I have commented 
many times that I would con-
tinue hunting deer if I knew I 
could only harvest does and 
spikes. There’s just something 
about being out there in the fall 
with family and friends, pursu-
ing what many consider being 
the greatest big game animal of 

all! 
  Listen to 
Outdoors with 
Luke Clayton 
radio www.
catfishradio.
com. Bill 
Dance and 
Larry Wei-
shuhn join 
Luke this week 
to talk fishing 
and hunting. 
Email Luke 
with outdoor 
news from 
your area via 
the web site. 

What constitutes a ‘trophy’ class buck, a 
young hunters first 8 point or a well heeled 
hunters 10th Boone and Crockett buck taken 
from an intensely managed ranch?  Photo by 
Luke Clayton

trophy buck

Continued from page 15

“Adding Beauty and Value to your Property”

WWW.MCKENZIELAKEWORKS.COM

DOCKS, LIFTS, DECKS, STEEL/METAL BLDG’S., RETAINING WALLS

FENCES: STEEL PIPE TO CHAIN LINK

Rick McKenzie
903-356-2300
Cell: 903-269-6173
RMAC2131@AOL.COM
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2012 Boats in Stock

FINANCING AVAILABLE

TOLL FREE 866-920-8331

www.sartinmarine.com

903-383-7726

LAKE FORK LAND
$106 Month Buys Land

903-878-7263
HOLIDAY VILLAGES • Hwy 154

www.holidayvillages.com

Waterfronts
Lakeviews

R.V. • MOBILE HOME • CABIN

Owner Financed
Gated Entry

Central Water • Sewer

Owner Financed
Gated Entry

Central Water • Sewer
Waterfront Wooded Propety



Page 18	                                                                www.lakeforkareanews.com                                                 December 2011                                       

Get 1 Month FREE with
6 Month Paid up

Contract

903-763-2248 • HWY. 37 S. QUITMAN, TX.

Central Heat & Air in Climate Control Buildings
(Additional Insulation Added)

Get 1 Month FREE with
6 Month Paid up

Contract

Traders Village Storage
On-Site

Management
Lighted&

Fenced

Need to clear out the “Old” To bring in the “New”
We have a space just right for You.

WHY PAY MOREWHY PAY MORE
Get 1 Month FREE with 6 Month Paid up

  5x10 - $25
10x10 - $34.77
10x18 - $39.99
10x20 - $49.97
12x30 - $95

Deposit - $25
CLIMATE

CONTROL
7.5x10 - $95

11x15 - $115

NOW OFFERING
Open Storage-RV/Boats $1.00 Per Foot • 6 Month Lease

Minimum of $25. per month

For more info call 903-763-2248

HOME FOR SALE

Nice 4 bedroom, 2-1/2 bath, approximtely 2,700 sq ft, home on corner lot in Quitman, TX. Kitchen
built-ins, celing fans, central heat and air, fenced back yard, new asphalt driveway.

Priced for quick sale $97,500
Possible owner financing with 25% down to qualified buyer.

•All electric •Central heat and air •Picture window in dinning room
• Surrounded by large covered porches on front and rear

•Lots of shade trees with nice view •Quitman school district
$67,500

For more info call 903-763-2248

Newly Acquired Fixer-upper W/Possible
Owner Financing

3 bedroom 2 bath home with metal roof on 8 lots facing CR 2150 in Clear Lakes area
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Mission of the Lake Fork 
Sportsman’s Association

• Promote sportsmanship and the protection
   of natural resources
• Promote the quality of Lake Fork fishery
   and other outdoor recreational activities
• Promote the future of angling through
   youth programs
• Promote a spirit of cooperation with local, 
   county, state, and federal governmental agncies and other civic organizations for the purpose of 
improving Lake Fork and its surrounding  communities                                                                                                                                   
• Promote items of interest of the membership at large

By Dick Walker

Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association, Wild Carp Companies 
and USCARPPRO magazine will host an inaugural $10,000 
Lake Fork Big 4 Challenge February 29 to March 3, 2012.
USCARPPRO MAGAZINE and Wild Carp Companies today an-
nounced an agreement with Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association to 
host a $10,000 carp and rough fish catch and release tournament and 
social event early 2012. The Lake Fork Big 4 Challenge, a newly 
introduced “Texas 44” event, is scheduled to begin February 29 with 
registration and a social gathering, with education, outreach and com-
munity programs and a Pro-Am showcase slated for March 1. The 
prize tournament will start in the afternoon of March 1 and last until 
March 3. Entry fee is $400 for teams registering by Dec 31, 2011, 
rising to $450 for teams reg-
istering after that date. 
	 The Wild Carp 
Club has recently expand-
ed its presence into Texas, 
establishing a schedule of 
club tourneys and events 
that will appeal to carp and 
smallmouth specialists and 
promote the sport to new 
anglers. In honor of this ex-
pansion, the Lake Fork Big 
4 Challenge will follow a 
newly-created “Texas 44” 
tournament challenge, with 
anglers competing to land the 4 largest carp and the 4 largest small-
mouth buffalo over 44 continuous hours of fishing. In addition to the 
Big 4 prizes, awards will be given for the biggest carp, biggest mir-
ror carp, biggest smallmouth buffalo and more. Two tagged fish are 
worth an additional $5000 each if caught during the event.

 Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association, 
Wild Carp Companies and USCARP-
PRO magazine planning for inaugu-
ral $10,000 Lake Fork Big 4 Chal-
lenge

	 The tournament is the 
first official engagement for the 
newly formed partnership be-
tween USCARPPRO, North 
America’s only online magazine 
dedicated to catch and release 
carp and rough fish angling, and 
Wild Carp Companies, the Bald-
winsville, NY-based carp angling 
promoter and creator of the Wild 
Carp Club, that hosts educational 
demonstrations, offers angling 
lessons and promotes tourism by 
hosting fishing social events and 
organizing world-class tourna-
ments. 
	 “We’ve been working 
with Lake Fork Sportsman’s 
Association for several months 
and they’ve been enormously 
supportive,” said David Smith, 
founder and Editor-in-Chief 
of USCARPPRO magazine. 
“They’re as excited as we are to 
be hosting the tournament and to 
showcase a different aspect of 
the American fishing experience. 
Lake Fork is a well-balanced 
and prolific multi-species water 
that consistently produces tro-
phy-sized fish. We’re expecting 
something a bit special from this 
event.”
	 The LFSA was founded 
in 1999 in an effort to protect the 
lake, a renowned Texas treasure, 
at a time when many believed 
the lake needed a guardian for 
the first time in its brief twenty-
one year history. In addition to 
awarding scholarships, LFSA 
continues as an organization of 
dedicated sportsman whose mis-

sion is to promote the fishery and 
protect it when the need arises.
	 “Hosting a world class 
carp and rough fish tournament 
at world-famous bass venue like 
Lake Fork is a real coup and a 
fantastic opportunity to promote 
the sport,” said Wild Carp Com-
panies co-founder, Sean Sauda. 
“Texas has consistently produced 
some incredible carp and small-
mouth buffalo over the years and 
we know there are some enor-
mous fish in Lake Fork so we’re 
very excited by this event.”
	 “Texas is a hotbed for 
carp and smallmouth buffalo 
fishing with a lot of anglers here 
that enjoy the sport,” Sauda con-
tinued. “In every issue of US-
CARPPRO magazine you see 
Texas anglers showing off fish 
that some people can only dream 
about so it made sense for us to 
expand our club presence here. 
The initial response from Texas 
anglers has been better than we 
imagined.”
	 Tournament registration 
and event details will be made 
available shortly on the Wild 
Carp Companies Tournaments 
page as well as being published 
and updated on the WCC and 
USCARPPRO Facebook pages. 
About Wild Carp Companies
	 Wild Carp Companies, 
of Baldwinsville, NY, promotes 
catch and release Carp angling 
via educational demonstrations, 
angling lessons, tourism promo-
tion, hosting fish-ins, tourna-
ments and Wild Carp Clubs. Wild 

Carp Companies operates Wild 
Carp Clubs and tournaments in 
New York, Massachusetts and 
Texas, and is continually expand-
ing. For more information about 
Wild Carp Companies and its 
tournaments, sponsorship oppor-
tunities, educational and social 
events and outreach programs, 
email Jason@wildcarpcompa-
nies.com or visit the company 
website or Facebook page.
About USCARPPRO magazine 
	 USCARPPRO maga-
zine is a free to read, free to sub-
scribe online publication dedi-
cated to the promotion of ethical 
catch and release carp and rough 
fish angling. With a circulation of 
more than 10,000, USCARPPRO 
is growing its readership both in 
the US, Canada and around the 
world. We are North America’s 
only carp angling e-zine and fea-
ture catch reports, basic and ad-
vanced angling techniques, bait 
and tackle from the best North 
American carp and rough fish an-
glers and European ex-pats.

Christmas Sharing
	 With the holiday season 
upon us, it is time to think of those 
less fortunate than us.  Last year 
through your donations we were 
able to provide for twelve needy 
families.  
	 The Lake Fork Sports-
man’s Association Christmas 
Sharing Committee has placed do-
nation boxes in the following loca-
tions around the lake:
LOCATIONS
Lake Fork Title Company-Emory	
Oak Ridge Marina  
Lake Country Cleaners-Emory	
Lake Fork Marina 
Hootens-Emory			 
C & M Lumber Supply-Alba	
 Four Corners Gas Station-Yantis	
Lake Country Physical TherapyC-
urves-Emory - Verona’s
Big Smith’s Barbecue		
Lake Fork Resort
Fisherman’s One Stop		
Yantis Cafe - Le-Mo’s		
Lantern Restaurant
Minnow Bucket			 
Maya’s Restaurant-Emory
If you have a donation you can 
take it to any of these locations, 
and the LFSA appreciates your 
generous support.  In addition to 
your donations, the Lake Fork 
Sportsman’s Association will be 
providing $500 to be used to pur-
chase additional food.
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Email jr.simpson@century21.com
903-850-3324

Office: 800-254-7541 - Fax: 903-763-4487 • www.c21lakecountryrealty.com

J.R. SIMPSON

SELLER WILLING TO DIVIDE! 3/2/3
and carport on one acre for $79,000
OR take the whole 67+ acre horse
ranch for $275,000 w/several hay/tack
barns & horse training arena.
Property is fenced & cross fenced
has a nice deep pond.Quitman, TX

REDUCED

RURAL LOTS

ALEXA ESTATES - unrestricted level lots ready for your new
home, mobile home or your RV is welcome. Lake Fork boat
ramp just 2 miles away. Utilities at road. $14,900 each

LAKE FORK GOLF COURSE - Level lot on golf course &
ready for your new home to built. Upscale neighborhood with
HOA & community boat ramp access.  $27,500

LAKE FORK RANCHES - Wooded off-water 2.9 ac lot has
unbelievable view of lake. Elevated bldg site will give your
custom home views of the lake in all directions. $49,900

LAKE FORK WATER FRONT &
WATER VIEW HOMES

Yantis, TX $615,000

UNIQUE & TOTALLY CUSTOM 5
bdrms, 5.1 baths & 3 car garage. All
custom fixtures, kitchen island granite
& counters, Italian tile and Bamboo
wood flooring. Efficient cooling &
heating. Pier and 2 stall boat house
w/elec lifts. MUST SEE!Yantis, TX $999,995

HOME w/brick & stone 3/3.5/4 office,
sunroom & summer kitchen. 2car
gar. & wkshp w/4 gar. doors, HVAC
& greenhouse w/seperate entry.
Below Appraised Value! Virtual Tour:
http://tours.realestatedisplayed.co
m/publ ic /vtour/d isplay/37159

REDUCED
Yantis, TX $465,000

SOLD

4/3 LAKE FORK WATERFRONT
Home on 4+ heavily wooded acres
+leaseback w/pier. Wood flooring,
ceramic tile, in-ground pool with
waterfall, and fountain, hot tub, pool
hous, gazebo & screen porch.
Detached garage with half bath.

Yantis, TX $344,00

3/2.5/2 BRICK AND STONE custom
home on 16+ acres. Two living areas
and two dining areas w/brkfst bar.
12’ ceilings with arched doorways,
stone fireplace w/gas and built-ins
throughout. Pond,covered porch &
new fence. Super Nice!

SOLD

HUGE 5 BCRM HOME is perfect
for bus. owner or large family. Huge
mstr bdrm w/20x16 walk-in closet.
Pool w/waterfall,playground, 30x30
barn, game rm & tanning rm. Virtual
Tour:http://tours.realestatedisplay
ed.com/public/vtour/display/37160Sulphur Springs, TX

$595,000

SOLD

Mineola, TX $135,000

PRICED TO SELL! 2.4 Acre 3 bdrm
home, full bath & walk in closet in
all bedrooms, hardwood floors,
garage/workshop, fenced yard &
30x30 bldg that is an acoustically
tuned music studio. Sits back off
the road & is private & peaceful.

Yantis, TX $129,900

Home on 4.75 acres has new
textured walls, updated windows,
s torage bu i ld ing & garage.
Appliances & furniture included.
Lake Fork boat ramp less than 1
mile & view from property plus
excellent deer hunting at back.

REDUCED

RURAL ACREAGE

18 ACRE IN ALBA-PRODUCES GOOD HAY EVERY YEAR
Mostly fenced with gates, 700ft of road frontage on hwy 17
and Lake Fork boat ramp is less than 2 miles away. $59,900

11.5 ACRES JUST NORTH OF QUITMAN CITY LIMITS
Lots of wildlife, good hunting area. Property is unrestricted
& no zoning. Electric & water available at road. $49,000

COUNTRY HOMES

I SHOW AND SELL
ALL LISTINGS BY

ANY BROKER

3 LOG CABINS AND 3 PADS
Located in a heavily wooded area
with a great pond. These cabins
are great rentals for fisherman
and room for more cabins and RV
sites. Plus a single wide mobile
home. Bring written offers!Yantis, TX $125,000

Yantis, TX $199,000

11 ACRES IN PRIME LOCATION
Cleaned & leveled but all mature
trees were left untouched. over
1000ft of frontage on SH 154. No
zoning or restrictions. Utilities are
at the road and Lake Fork boat
ramp is just minutes away.

Mineola, TX $100,000

2.5 ACRES - 300FT ON HWY 69
South Mineola on US Hwy 69. Elevated
building site allows high visibility &
serious exposure from either direction
of highway. Hotel, Retail, B&B, anything
is possible here!
BRING WRITTEN OFFERS!

REDUCED

REDUCED

4/2/2 home in gated subdivision
across the street from Lake Fork.
Private boat ramp for prop owners
only! Open living, dining & kitchen
with huge breakfast bar/island.
Garage/workshop with room for 2
boats. All appliances are included.Yantis,TX $119,900

Winnsboro, TX $89,900

Home on private 100 acre lake has
gorgeous views of the water, well
maintained & brick construction with
hardwood floors. Tons of wildlife in
this area. Sit back & watch deer &
geese eat in your backyard & enjoy
peace & quiet.

SOLD

Yantis,TX $144,900

PRICED TO SELL! Lake Fork
warefront home w/vinyl siding, fenced
yard, cocrete driveway w/carports &
room for RV + boat house w/boat lift.
A l l  carpet  removed,  owners
considering flooring allowance w/good
offer.

Emory, TX $169,900

Well maintained, exc. cond, on Lake
Fork. Perfect for those who want to
downsize or have a weekend home.
Custom cabinets, irrigation system &
plenty of boat parking. Pier on Lake
Fork with plenty of room for a boat
house.

FARM AND RANCH

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

LAKE FORK RANCHES-BLUFF RANCHES Waterfront lot
has open water view & water frontage everyone is looking
for. Located in an area of upscale, custom built homes.
$79,900

LEVEL 15 ACRE TRACT heavily wooded, most underbrush
cleared, unrestricted w/utilities at road. Lots of wildlife in area,
build your home or weekend get away! $39,000

LAKE FORK
WATERFRONT LOTS

ROYAL OAK ESTATES-A Lake Fork subdivision is a gated
community with a waterfall entry, community pond and a
private boat ramp for property owners. $19,500-$79,000

LOST CREEK ESTATES-Beautiful area of Lake Fork is
heavily wooded & secluded. No HOA, sqft restrictions only.
Many lots to choose from starting at $36,000-$109,000

OWNER HAS 2 LAKE FORK WATERFRONT PROPERTIES
Sulphur Springs-9.6 acres w/500ft water frontage. $79,000
Alba-28.6 acres w/water, septic, electric in place. $135,000

DOUGHERTYS LANDING-2.6 waterfront acres. Restricted
to site built homes only, minimum living area 1500 sqft. Dead
end county rd, no traffic & lots of deer in this area. $95,000

FIDDLERS GREEN- A restricted, gated community. Water
front lot with gorgeous view of Lake Fork, approx 500+ feet
of lake frontage. No minimum square footage. $59,900

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

BRUSH HOGGING OR
PASTURE SHREDDING
BRANDON 903-335-4685


